Gastroparesis in neonatal myotonic dystrophy.
Myotonic dystrophy in the neonate is commonly accompanied by facial diplegia, generalized muscular hypotonia, talipes equinovarus, and muscular respiratory failure. The gastrointestinal manifestations of this disease include poor sucking, choking, regurgitation, aspiration, and swallowing difficulties. Gastroparesis can be a major contributor to the feeding difficulties experienced by these infants. We report on an infant with congenital myotonic dystrophy in whom a severe gastric motility problem was alleviated by metoclopramide therapy. This smooth muscle manifestation may be an important and potentially remediable source of morbidity in these infants.